Hints & Tips for Planning

When planning the details of your reception and what you want to happen, I always recommend maintaining a
good flow to be a top priority. Keep things smooth; with one thing leading into the other and try to eliminate
starts and stops in the energy you are trying to create for your guests. With 17 years of experience, I’m always
happy to assist in your planning, so feel free to utilize that knowledge.
The following items are just for reference to give you some ideas or things I’ve noted through the years.
1. Bride & Groom Participation: Engaging with your guests is the most important way to keep them
feeling like they are part of your Special Day and keeping them at your reception longer.
a. When having a dinner and since the wedding party eats first and typically is done before the
rest of the guest, this is a great time to mingle and say ‘Hi’ to them and thank them for coming,
by visiting them at their tables.
b. Stay in the building as much as possible. I’ve noted many times when the Bride &
Groom/Wedding Party leave, the guests will shortly follow.
c.

Another great way to keep the party going is by participating on the dance floor as much as
possible. Your guests want to celebrate with you; your fun is contagious.

d. A Welcome Speech is a thoughtful way to say ‘Thanks’ to everyone for coming and celebrating
with you. A parent can even do it for the couple.
2. Dinner Music: Always a great time to set the mood. Whatever style you choose, we’ll keep it upbeat
and interesting. I personally like starting with jazz and rat-pack and then work up thru the years
playing good toe-tapping, one-hit wonder material.
3. Dance Music: Take into consideration that your guests have their own style and likes and dislikes of
music. Just because you love heavy-metal or country, doesn’t necessarily mean they will too. There
may be songs you absolutely hate and don’t want played, so make sure to inform me of those and I’ll
gladly see to it, but in general, have an open mind for a good mix of music genres to be played, to
allow everyone to enjoy their time as much as possible.
4. Music Requests: I always encourage you and your guests to participate in the music selection. During
your planning, feel free to provide me with a list of music that you liked to see worked in during
dancing. There is a good chance I’ll receive more requests that time allows to be played or something
that just doesn’t fit into the music mix.
5. Dollar/Money Dance: This is one tradition that I’ve noted quickly becoming a thing of the past. I’ve
heard from many that it seems like they are being asked for more money after already purchasing a
nice gift or cash. It often comes down to knowing your guests well and if you believe they will desire
participating.
6. Anniversary Dance: Invite all those that are married already to join you on the dance floor to celebrate
their marriages. All couples are invited to the dance floor to dance with the newlyweds and slowly
weaned out until the last couple who has been married the longest is left, along with the newlyweds.
At that time, it’s fun to ask them for words of wisdom that has helped make their relationship last.
7. Wedding Party Dance: It used to be the wedding party consisted of married couples who were close
friends of the couple. Over time, it has become more of the brides friends and the grooms friends and
sometimes each doesn’t know the other very well or they are married or dating someone. That made a
slow wedding party dance a bit awkward and uncomfortable for everyone. Most of my clients choose
not to do this dance or choose a faster song that might be used to help open up the dance floor.

8. Special Formalities and Slow Dances: I’m finding it goes well to break up the slow dances and special
formalities and doing them at their own times. The Bride and Groom will dance their song first dance
and then open up to dance music for a short period. The Parents Dance are then highlighted and
recognized, drawing more attention to this moment and keeping the slow dances spread out from one
another. After another short period of dance music, the garter and bouquet are tossed. After each, a
quick announcement is made about the next one ‘coming up’ allowing the guests to anticipate what will
be happening.
a. A twist for the father/daughter and mother/son dances is to invite other father & daughters of
mother & sons to enjoy the song along with you. It’s typically a nice floor filler and gives your
family and friends something special to share with you.
9. Special Recognition: Let me know about guest anniversaries or birthdays. Your guests will love the
interaction that you’ve thought about them on your day.
10. Toasts: An unplanned ramble can interrupt the flow of a party and make everyone uncomfortable.
Encourage spur-of-the-moment or short-and-sweet speeches at the rehearsal dinner. If you're
concerned that your speakers may overindulge, schedule toasts to take place early.
a. For photographs, some choose to do the Toast directly before the meal as your photographer
will capture the moment without dinner plates and extra glasses on the head table.
11. Set A Time Limit: You and your guests have already spent hours, if not days, at pre-wedding events,
decorating, the ceremony and now the reception; you’re all likely to be tired. Though you may wish the
reception would never end, I always recommend leaving on a high note. In my experience, a five hour
reception works very well. Also, you can always plan an after party to spend with your guests that
want to continue having fun; which is also a good way to keep cost down on the main reception as you
avoid paying for any reception staff and vendors for a smaller group.
12. Introduction or Recognition of Parents: It’s a nice touch to say thank you to your parents and
recognizing them for helping out. Some will choose to have them walk in prior to the official wedding
party introduction, while others will have them recognized as they are seated before the introduction of
the wedding party.
a. For hard to pronounce names, please include a phonetically spelling. (Spell it like it sounds)
13. Introduction of Wedding Party: During the rehearsal it’s nice to make sure your wedding party knows
what they are to do when entering the reception hall. (Some examples below)
a. The wedding party will form a receiving line when they enter and form a tunnel for when the
Bride & Groom enter. Bride & Groom would lead them to the head table.
b. Go directly to the head table; awaiting the entrance of the Bride & Groom. Bride & Groom will
then give a simple ‘Welcome Speech’ to welcome their guests and then have the blessing and
then immediately start eating. (Make sure caterer is prepared.)
c.

Go to the front of the head table; awaiting the entrance of the Bride & Groom. Bride & Groom
will then give a simple ‘Welcome Speech’ to welcome their guests and then have the blessing
and then immediately start eating. (Make sure caterer is prepared.)

d. Use your imagination and make it creative.
e. For hard to pronounce names, please include a phonetically spelling. (Spell it like it sounds.)

